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Although I am attaching several maps to this report, the best way to view the map data is to see the La Familia Wildlife Management map on Google Maps.  Here is the very long link:

http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?hl=en&ie=UTF8&msa=0&msid=116149660430165322512.0004632769c5f718dbfcc&t=h&z=17
or you can go to Google Maps (maps.google.com/maps) and search for “La Familia Wildlife.”  The map has pictures of the work that has been done, as well as slide shows of native plants and animals.  

In addition, the Website, www.CampCeniza.net has all of the wildlife management data, pictures, and information about the La Familia Wildlife Management project.

This has been an educational year for us.  We are grateful for the assistance of Blake Hendon, Private Lands Biologist of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.  His patience and endless supply of information were invaluable to us as we learned more about our land and how to manage the plants and animals that live (or visit) there. 

We are also grateful to have the advice and knowledge of Dr. Robert Bauman, professor of Biology at Amarillo College. In 2000, Dr. Bauman established an Ecological Lab on the La Familia/Ceniza Wildlife Management area.  Dr. Bauman and his students have conducted plant and animal research, including an overall environmental assessment, a bacteriophage survey looking for animal husbandry pollutants, and a lichen survey.  

Habitat Control
1. Brush Management.

Selective clearing of cenizo bushes was carried out in the southeastern part of the property. The cenizo was cut back in the fall and, if necessary, herbicide was applied to any of the plants that grew back in the spring. Small ashe junipers, (main trunk diameter 6 in. or less) were cut back in several of the open areas of the property.  We are working to keep a recommended 2/1 ratio of open area to woody cover.  

Biologist Hendon identified and area of our property that has the natural habitat attractive to the Golden-cheeked Warbler as well as other songbirds.  The habitat is a steep gully area that has a natural mix of oaks, mature junipers and other hardwoods.  The trees provide a continuous canopy cover and the area is next to the lakeshore. We will be keeping a watch on this section to ensure that the vegetation is maintained and the habitat is protected. There was no impact to the area this year, although the lake level was lower than usual.  And, despite many attempts, no Golden-cheeked Warblers were seen.

The native grasses looked good this year; there was a variety (little bluestem, muhley, croton, ragweed) and there was extensive cover. We hope to add more variety to the area in the next few years to provide food for the quail and other birds.  

Biologist Hendon identified a patch of King Ranch Bluestem that was just beginning to invade the area.  Since King Ranch Bluestem does not respond well to herbicides and the grass was confined to a small area (about 4 ft. square), the grass was dug up and removed—roots and all.  A close watch will be kept to make sure the grass does not return.

2. Prescribed Control of Species.  

We had no luck with the selective hunting this year.  We will try again this year.

Predator Control

1. Imported Red Fire Ant (IRFA) Control.

Amarillo College has been performing counts and studying the impacts of IRFA as part of their ecological research.  We have used an Ambro/Logic mix applied at the rate of 1 Tbsp./ft of mound diameter.  We only treated one mound last fall, but will be walking the property this spring looking for other mounds.  

Providing Shelter

1. Brush Piles and Slash Retention.

After clearing the cenizo and the junipers, brush piles were constructed in several places to provide additional wildlife cover and protection for seedlings.  We have several large trees that have fallen down in storms and these have provided a good base for several of the piles as well as providing shelter for cavity dwelling species.

We are especially careful to provide cover to live oak seedlings—the deer love to eat them.  Biologist Hendon showed us how to provide cover for the seedlings and protect them with cut junipers and cenizo. 

Making Census Counts to Determine Population

1. Incidental observations and stand counts.

We did three incidental observations and two stand counts for white tailed deer. 

Next month, May 2009, we will be doing our first Spring Call Count for the Bobwhite Quail.  We hope to see more quail returning to the area over the next few years.

2. Census and Monitoring of Game & Non-game Wildlife. 

We did periodic counts of non-game birds.  To help maintain a good record of the birds, we joined the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. Their survey tools and protocols helped us establish a plan for conducted periodic surveys and gave us a place to record our information.  

The small mammal surveys were not very successful—we conducted two and saw nothing.  Biologist Hendon has offered to help us with our next survey and to come at night to conduct a spot light survey.  We have just purchased our first camera to record wildlife at night.  

Conclusion/Summary

This has been a year of learning for all of us.  We have been taught so much about our property and the plant and animal species in the area.  Last year, much time was spent understanding how to do wildlife management effectively and well; from 2009-2011 we will be incorporating more of the activities we have learned about in 2008.  

Additional Information

Amarillo College Department of Biology Ecological Lab

http://sites.actx.edu/%7Ebiology/activities.htm
Cornell Lab of Ornithology

http://www.birds.cornell.edu/
Google Maps

http://maps.google.com/maps
La Familia Wildlife Management Map

http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0&msid=116149660430165322512.0004632769c5f718dbfcc&z=17
La Familia Wildlife Management Website

www.campceniza.net
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